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Percaine is the hydrochloride of a-butyloxycinchoninic acid diethylethylenediamide. It is a quinoline derivative, belonging to a group of substances quite distinct from the cocaine group, and not previously known to have anaesthetic properties. Those properties were discovered some four years ago. It is a colourless, odourless, tasteless, crystalline substance, readily soluble in water and alcohol. Its anaesthetic potency is very high; it is ten times more powerful than cocaine and twenty times more powerful than novocaine, while, in relation to stovaine, it ranks somewhere between those figures. Advantage of this powerful anaesthetic action of percaine has been taken to use it in very dilute solutions, thus reducing its toxicity. In a paper on this subject, the toxicity of percaine,1 Israels and Macdonald seemed to me to overlook the fact that extremely small doses of the drug are required for anaesthetic purposes. Percaine has been used in many fields as a local anaesthetic, 
